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Dear Members and rangers,

Welcome to the fourth issue of the RFA newsletter. The past year 
has been quite exciting for our young association with the roll-out 
of the Ranger Welfare study, the attendance of your association 
representatives at the World Ranger Congress, and the support 
given to fledgling ranger associations in various Asian countries 
and the growth in numbers of our members.

Through the members of RFA, some equipment has been arranged from Australian 
rangers for use in our region, and further cooperation has led to assisting one of our 
Asian countries set up better law enforcement monitoring in its reserves. All of this helps 
the wildlife we are sworn to ‘Preserve and Protect’.

Equally important though, has been the articles and news that we get back from you. It is 
your association and your stories are what makes our newsletters come alive.

Remember that our association is all about support of each other. You are not alone, 
and as you will see from this selection of quotes, even famous people understand our 
situations:

‘Continuous effort – not strength or intelligence – is the key to unlocking our potential.’ 
Winston Churchill

‘Vouloir c’est pouvoir.’ (To want is to be able.) LT Gen. Romero Dallaire

‘The clearest way into the universe is through a forest wilderness.’ John Muir

‘The conservation of biodiversity is the most important problem of our time.’ Harrison Ford

Be safe out there.

Your RFA Committee

Rohit Singh 
President

Craig Bruce 
Vice President

Crispian Barlow 
Treasurer

Wayne Lotter 
Secretary
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Ihave been a park ranger since 2014 in 
Wadi Wurayah National Park (WWNP) in the 
Emirate of Fujairah, United Arab Emirates. 

It lies within a priority WWF Global 200 
Ecoregion (Ecoregion 127, Arabian Highlands 
and Shrublands), sheltering a rich diversity 
of rare and endangered mountainous and 
freshwater habitats and species, and providing 
opportunities for the sustenance and revival 
of local livelihoods. I love what I do, and this is 
not a job title for me but a way of life – to be 
on adventure and have an office that’s 22,000 
hectares. Many take vacations or make it a trip 
of a lifetime, while I do this every day.

Like elsewhere in the world we have our share 
of threats too. Depletion of water resources, 
overgrazing, hunting and poaching, destruction 
of natural habitats, mining and division of the 
natural environment and spread of architecture 
and civilian facilities to name a few.

We used the conventional pen and paper 
method to record the observations and later 
had to sit in front of a PC to fill out different 
kinds of forms to digitalise the data. This 
method was both time consuming and tedious. 
In mid-2015 our park manager Mr Maral Khaled 
Chreiki introduced me to SMART. I was given a 
downloadable link and told to EAT, BREATHE 
and LIVE SMART. In the next few months we 
got ourselves running into all sorts of errors a 
newbie can get into. As Murphy’s law states 
‘Anything that can go wrong, will go wrong’. This 
led me to email the SMART partnership early 
in 2016 and lo and behold in three days of 
writing an email we were on a flight to Nepal, 

sitting in a training hall in a hotel in Chitwan 
National Park and with a group of SMART 
people from Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Indonesia, 
Cambodia and India. This is where we made 
good communications with Wei Lim, Rohit and 
Anthony. 

After Nepal, with new found experience and 
knowledge, we designed our data model and 
through trials and tests fine-tuned it to meet 
our needs. We have been since running the 
program and can say that we are the only 
protected area in the MENA (Middle East North 
Africa) region who are using this officially since 
last year

As the saying goes learning never stops. Thanks 
to Mr Rohit I was given an opportunity to visit 
Cambodia, attend a SMART Connect training 
in class and then spend a few days in the field 
with rangers on a SMART site and see how the 
program works in real-time.

The journey began in the last week of May. Me 
and Omar (our park admin) took a flight to the
Cambodian capital. The next few days were 
in class training in Phnom Penh learning about 
SMART Connect. It was great to see colleagues 
from Bhutan again after the Nepal training and 
also Wei Lim our SMART trainer.

Thus came the visit to the Cambodian 
wilderness, the Eastern Plain Landscape in 
Mondulkiri. We got an early morning bus ride 
to Sen Monorom with Mr Ly Bora. The bus ride 
which lasted around six hours going through 
the Cambodian villages dotted along the route, 

By Sami Ullah Majeed rubber plantations, pepper spread on the 
side of the road to dry, rolling green hills 
and then dense trees as soon as you start 
entering Mondulkiri are all worth it. We 
were briefed on next day’s agenda and 
tucked into a hotel in Sen Monorom.

Early morning we stuffed our bags into the 
pickup truck and were ready to embark 
on an adventure. A quick visit to the WWF 
office, exchange of pleasantries with 
management and also this is where I met 
my brothers – my fellow park rangers. 
Essentials in the car we started moving 
to the wilderness, the rolling hills became 
more and more dotted 
with trees, the more we 
travelled the less the 
human presence until 
we reached the first 
ranger outpost in Sraepok 
Wildlife Sanctuary (SWS).

We were introduced 
to the outpost ranger 
force and also given 
brief introduction to 
SWS, its biodiversity, its 
threats, its community 
outreach programme and also shown the 
amount of snares and traps rangers have 
recovered from the field. A brief team 
meeting was held between rangers and 
Bora discussing the day’s plan and then 
we started moving towards our destination 
where we would be staying for the night. 
Thmaer ranger station is about 3.7km 

away from the road and to reach it we 
needed to cross dense grass cover, water 
filled ditches (remember we were in rainy 
season), streams and streams. It would not 
be fun if it was all smooth sailing toward 
the station, we were shaken, jolted and 
even got stuck while crossing a stream 
but thanks to Bora and his driving skills we 
were out of each situation with smiles on 
our faces.

The station is housed in the middle of 
dense forest cover where to even get a 
network signal you need to be on higher 
ground, but then again if you wanted to 

check your social 
media feed better 
stay at home, for 
here my friend is 
370,000 hectares of 
wilderness, battered 
by elements of 
nature, scene 
of lots of human 
wildlife conflicts, 
degradation etc, but 
still standing strong 
and will stand strong 
because it has a few 

on its side too. People may say we are 
crazy, yes we are, we are crazy for nature, 
and due to our efforts maybe just maybe 
our future generations will be able to see 
what we had and what we have destroyed. 
My brothers live a tough life but smiles 
never leave their faces. It’s here you 
start to become grateful for all those little 

amenities in life. Away from families and 
friends we have made friends with nature 
and that’s a small price to pay for saving 
our wilderness.

Each ranger outpost has around three or 
four rangers and a police personnel. The 
patrols are made on bikes, on foot, on 
elephants and also on boats during rainy 
season. Few on the ranger stations get 
cut off during the rains and the only way 
to them is by boats. We were told about 
different violations that occur at SWS – the 
illegal logging is a big menace here and 
the three outposts we visited had piles of 
logs collected during patrols from illegal 
loggers. Snares that are found during 
patrols are dismantled and recovered 
back to the station. Illegal wildlife 
poaching and trade is also recorded 
heavily here.

The community out here is engaging with 
the SWS team as there are around nine 
sites for community forest that are used 
for their livelihood. This is an example 
of community outreach which helps 
people have access to their livelihood 
in a controlled environment and at the 
same time making them the protectors 
of their land which gives them a sense of 
ownership. We were also informed about 
community rangers who are the eyes and 
ears of the SWS. They communicate with 
the rangers if they see any violations or 
suspected activities.

My day with rangers from 
Serepok Wildlife Sanctuary 
(SWS) in Cambodia 

Being a park ranger is 
not an easy task but 
no one said it’s not 
worth it, to protect 
our environment, to 
conserve our natural 
resources and heritage 
is something we do 
while putting our 
lives at risk to many 
threats such as harsh 
weather elements, 
wildlife encounters, 
threats from our fellow 
humans involved in 
illegal activities such 
as poaching, illegal 
wildlife trade, loggers 
etc.

It would not be fun if it 
was all smooth sailing 
toward the station, we were 
shaken, jolted and even 
got stuck while crossing a 
stream but thanks to Bora 
and his driving skills we 
were out of each situation 
with smiles on our faces.
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A team meeting was held in the evening 
after dinner where the next day’s patrol 
plan was discussed. It was decided 
that the patrol team will leave at 4am to 
possible routes used for illegal activities. 
Those who have spent a night in a forest 
will agree that it is an amazing experience, 
the forest does come alive at night with 
sounds varying from low pitch to howls. 
Thankfully we were on the higher ground 
and fast asleep.

Woken up at 3.30am by one of the 
rangers, after a quick breakfast we 
headed to the patrol vehicle. Our 
team consisted of two rangers, police 
personnel, Bora, James, me and Omar. We 
headed on the off-road trail in darkness 
with the pick-up truck headlights lighting 
the way. Through the bushes during the 
day was a challenge, doing it during the 
night was even more difficult. Through 
the bumpy forest floor, dodging water 
holes, spearing through the streams we 
reached the main road. The road leads 
to the different districts through the SWS 
and has many feeder roads in and out of 
the forest. These roads act like arteries 
for the local communities but also pose 
a threat due to easy access to the forest 
making it vulnerable to illegal activities. 
Our checkpoint is an entry route to a 
village around 10kms deep into the forest. 
The team split into two and one looked 
out on the main road while one observed 
the village track. Few motorbikes passed 
by us at this early hour. They are checked 
for any suspicious baggage or cargo they 

are carrying and let go with a thank you 
and smile.

It was one hour into the patrol that we saw 
a motorbike approaching with the rider 
wearing a raincoat covering him and most 
of his bike. At first glance it looked like a 
normal guy wearing a raincoat to keep 
safe from rain showers. But the team told 
him to 
stop and 
disembark 
his ride. 
He had 
two bags 
as cargo and the rangers asked him about 
the content but his answer didn’t seem 
assuring. The bags were untied, opened 
and to our surprise we found a plastic 
basket and it had two peacock chicks. At 
this time the guy removed his phone to 
make a call but it was collected by one of 
the rangers so that he can’t alert his group 
about the rangers’ activity. The second 
bag brought out more disturbing contents: 
four tortoises and a few bottles of honey. 
We got him into the pick-up truck and 
took him and the bags to the nearest 
outpost so that he could be questioned 
and his case processed according to the 
law. Later the birds and tortoises were 
released into the wild by the rangers. 
Rangers 1 : Violators 0.

Throughout the patrol I learnt a lot from the 
rangers. The way they approach a person 
is the same as we do at our national park. 
Introducing ourselves professionally with 

a welcome smile, telling them about the 
matter at hand, the reason we are here, 
and how we would like them to cooperate 
with us while informing them it’s not a 
breach of their privacy or freedom. In case 
of violations the approach is similar as 
there are laws which govern the protected 
areas and each violation is handled the 
way the law states it should be handled.

SMART comes in handy here as 
these incidents are recorded on a 
digital platform and is easier for the 
managers to see and devise a plan 
to address such issues. And with 

SMART Connect the data delivery will be 
in real time and any support or instructions 
can be delivered in real time.

The reaction of the community to rangers 
is also welcoming as they were always 
smiling and interacting with each other. 
After a few hours of being with the 
ranger’s team we headed back to the 
ranger station and then after saying our 
goodbyes and wishing them the best of 
luck we headed to the town to catch a bus 
ride back to Phnom Penh.

The rangers in SWS are really doing 
great work in the conditions they are in, 
away from home, battling the weather, 
the mosquitoes (they bite you hard), the 
wildlife both large animals and small, then 
there comes the human threat too. But in 
the face of all the dangers thrown at them 
they get up each day and do what they do 
best – protect our wilderness.

The rangers in SWS are 
really doing great work in 
the conditions they are in

By Aanya Primlani

Life of a Ranger – 
an outsider’s view 
‘It’s not whether animals will survive, it’s whether man 
has the will to save them.’ Anthony Douglas Williams
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Most of these rangers are 
living content lives even 
though they are not from 
privileged backgrounds. 
Another ranger, Amrik Singh 
(36), who has a master’s 
degree, grew up in a village 
where he was accustomed 
to the outdoors. Amrik often 
visited the forest. Even in 
today’s day and age these 
rangers face many hindrances. 
For example, they are using 
outdated weaponry. They 
would like these weapons to 
be replaced with modernised 
arms. Rangers don’t have set 
routines. They have to be 
present for duty as per the 
need of the hour – sometimes 
they have to patrol at night. 
Patrolling at night was 
problematic for Amrik at first as 
he used to fear some animals. 
Soon he grew used to the 
animals and now patrolling 
comes naturally to him.

One day Amrik and his 
group got a tip-off that some 

poachers were going to hunt 
for fish that night, so they set 
off towards the lake. The head 
ranger divided the group in a 
few groups. Each group was 
posted at different entry points 
of the lake as they knew that 
the poachers would be difficult 
to catch in the open lake area. 
As a poacher took one of the 
routes back he was caught 
red-handed by one of the 
teams. However, they realised 
that the other accomplices had 
jumped into the lake and fled. 
They were now at different 
parts of the forest.

The team of rangers that had 
caught the poacher then 
summoned the other two 
groups over by phone-calling 
them. They made the poacher 
call his accomplices without 
disclosing any information that 
he had been caught. Once all 
the poachers were together 
they captured the rest of the 
poachers as well.

Such stories are commonplace 
with these brave hearts. I also 
managed to talk with two 
others, Dolly and Pradeep both 
from Angul in Orissa. They 
too had some experiences to 
share which were like those 
that I have narrated. 

During this internship I faced a 
little trouble in comprehending 
what the rangers were 
saying as their accents were 
very different. My parents 
intervened and helped me out. 
From this experience I have 
learned that nature always 
creates a balance whether by 
enduring all the wrongs we 
have committed and making 
the conditions fit for survival. 
We have ruined this balance 
and I would like to revive it. 
My dream job would be to 
become an environmentalist 
primarily and also to be in the 
social services field. I want to 
make a positive change to the 
world that will be beneficial for 
our livelihood.

These winter holidays my 
dream came true. I’ve 
always dreamt of being 

involved with environmental 
protection and animal 
conservation, as I have had the 
fear that life on earth would 
end without proper care for 
the environment before it’s 
too late. I think it should be 
worrying to every person on 
this planet. A few years earlier 
when I was in the junior branch 
of the Shri Ram School I was 
motivated by the many talks 
we had on environmental 
conservation. 

I chose to work with WWF 
because protecting wildlife 
and forests is the first and 
the most important step for 
protecting our environment. 
Without forests our ecosystem 
would collapse. I was given 
the options of tasks to do by 
WWF and I chose to interview 
rangers because I felt that it 
would be the most personal 
way to help the rangers. They 

communicated directly with 
me and their stories were 
not tweaked as they often do 
when it comes to you through 
many stages. 

Some people like poachers 
and woodcutters do not 
realise that what they they’re 
doing is wrong. I would like 
to change this mind set. Many 
people aspire to make a 
positive impact on the world. 
These selfless rangers who 
I have interviewed actually 
do. They sacrifice bigger 
incomes, they sacrifice the 
comforts of their homes and 
families, and they work in 
spite of all the deterrence and 
threat from poachers. I will 
share my learnings based on 
my interactions with various 
rangers or forest guards (van 
rakshak). They shared their 
experiences with me while 
trusting me with their personal 
stories.

Prem Kunwar, 30 years of age, 
is a van rakshak working in 
Bhensrodgarh Sanctuary in 
the Chittor district of Rajasthan. 
She was educated in school till 
grade 8 and then completed 
her schooling privately. Prem 
is proud to be one of the 
first female rangers to be 
selected in an otherwise 
male-dominated profession. 
Because she had the courage 
and even had the thought 
to become a ranger which 
is a profession usually given 
to males, I look up to her as 
a role model. She has set a 
good example and is a source 
of inspiration for many women. 
She has been at this post for 
the last six years. The motive 
evidently of becoming a ranger 
is to learn about nature and 
wildlife, to see the forests 
and of course to protect 
animals. She is an example of 
a dedicated and passionate 
person who will do anything 
for the sake of protecting 
wildlife.
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Mr Tinorng Channy, also known as Vann Sanny, was a local community 
member from village 5, Mondulkiri, located in Eastern Cambodia, has sadly 
passed away. Because of his passion for wildlife and nature, he moved away 
from his village and joined WWF-Cambodia in a big mission to protect the 
remaining wildlife. Time passed by very fast, and he had been with us for 
over ten years. He started out with WWF back in 2004 as a law enforcement 
ranger and then as a research ranger. 

He was an amazing tracker, he was 
the only person possible who could 
take you to the place where you can 
definitely see wild elephants. Van 

Sanny had one arm shorter than the other and a 
finger missing from one hand. Neither challenge 
dampened his spirit or his ability to be an expert 
ranger. He was not only doing the work in the 
forests, he was spreading awareness about 
conservation to his entire village and even 
beyond that. So it was not only rangers, but 
also the entire community that looked up to 
him. He was respected by all, his colleagues, 
co-workers, government partners and he gained 
many friends in the organisation throughout 
the years. Due to his hard work, dedication 
and enthusiasm, he was awarded with the best 
ranger award on multiple occasions.

He remembered the first time he joined the 
team. He was trained in some basic patrolling 
techniques, equipment use (GPS), map reading 
and how to assess crime scenes. He was quite 

keen to learn the skills, in which it allowed him 
to find crime scenes and collate sufficient data 
to make arrests that would lead to prosecution. 
Later, on a joint research team, he learned 
and used multiple methods to collate data on 
multiple endangered and vulnerable species. 
The methods included line transects to estimate 
ungulate populations, camera trapping for 
leopard density and species presence, and DNA 
surveys for the elephant populations.

Sanny told us his experience on his first 
assignment. He was to be on a watch with 
another ranger at one of our outposts in Srepok 
Wildlife Sanctuary. He didn’t know how long 
they were going to stay and ended up running 
out of food. His colleague left to replenish 
supplies; however, days passed by and he ran 
out of food. He felt very alone in an unfamiliar 
place and very hungry, and didn’t know what to 
do. He thought he might start eating vegetation 
like banteng and gaur. Luckily after a week his 
colleague returned safely with fresh food. After 

that he made sure he knew all the details 
of each trip to avoid getting into that 
situation again.

Being one of the research rangers, Vann 
Sanny faced the same difficulty as others 
do. Wet season is usually the hardest 
period of the year to work. There are 
many rivers that he needed to cross 
and some can be chest high with strong 
currents, so he had to adapt to every 
situation. Sometimes he carried the bikes 
across on his shoulder with pieces of 
bamboo to keep it out of the water, other 
times he needed to build a raft and make 
a pulley system. It can be scary at times, 
as not all rangers can swim well, so it is 
extremely important that the team work 
together and look out for each other. The 
hardest challenge is combatting illegal 
logging and poaching. The team often 
encounters people setting snares for 
muntjac and wild pig; and more recently 

there has been an increase in people 
carrying AK47s, targeting larger mammals. 
This is due to the increased demand for 
bush meat and wildlife products.

Moreover, he could only visit his family, 
his wife and two children, only twice per 
month and have three days for each visit.

Sanny’s favourite animals were wild cattle 
(banteng and gaur). When he saw these 
magnificent animals he always tried to get 
good photos of them as it is a great tool 
for promoting wildlife. He also printed the 
best pictures he got and put them on his 
walls at home so that his children would 
become passionate about wildlife too. 
Sometimes when he saw wild cattle, he 
just sat there quietly watching them eating 
peacefully before they saw him.

Vann Sanny once told us that, ‘the position 
of a ranger is good for me to be able to 

contribute to wild animal protection, to 
love animals, and to keep animals alive 
to be known for the next generation to 
see. I want to be a role model for the next 
generation too.’

Vann Sanny: 
a sad loss for 
conservation

By WWF Cambodia

On May 23, 2017, Van Sanny 
passed away suddenly after 
returning from a camera trap 
survey. He had worked tirelessly 
for WWF Cambodia, often in life-
threatening situations, for over 
ten years, committed his work 
and personal life to conserve 
Cambodia’s rich wildlife for the 
next generation. He will be 
remembered in our hearts as a 
great ranger for Cambodia. May 
his soul rest in peace.
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9 Mekong River Guards

10 Individuals from Malaysia

11 Individuals from Thailand

12 Individuals from 
United Arab Emirates

rfa-newsletter-2.indd   2 07/08/2016   12:02

10



RANGERS
UNITED

FOR

This newsletter has been 
produced by Nature’s 
Frontline, an organisation 
that gives a strong, united 
and consistent voice to 

those working in the frontline of conservation, 
safeguarding wildlife and habitats and helping 
communities benefit from their natural environments.

www.naturesfrontline.org   

We invite rangers and organisation supporting rangers 
to submit articles for the next issue of the RFA newsletter 
due to reach you by 31 December, 2017. 

Please submit your articles by 31 October 2017 to:  
enquiry@rangerfederationasia.org

We welcome:
• Ranger interviews

• Stories from rangers 

• Articles from an organization or 
individual about the ranger situation  
in a site, province or country

Articles should be: 
• In English 

• No more than two A4 pages

• Accompanied by at least three  
supporting high resolution* images  
 
*At least 2,000 pixels on the shortest edge

Submit your article to us

Ranger Federation of Asia 
c/o WWF Cambodia, #21, St 322,  
Boeung Keng Kang I, Chamkar Morn, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, PO Box 2467 

www.rangerfederationasia.org

/rangerfederationasia 

tinyurl.com/rfa-youtube

enquiry@rangerfederationasia.org

Thank you to WWF Sweden 
for their support


