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Greetings to all our ranger colleagues and welcome to this latest 
edition of your newsletter.

The period since the last issue has brought with it sadness and 
grief at the death of colleagues in Pakistan and of our own RFA 
Secretary, Wayne Lotter, shot by ivory smugglers in Africa.

Meanwhile your committee has been busy. We have got Thalo Cardoso on 
board to help towards providing an outstanding 9th World Ranger Congress in 
Kathmandu.

In the meantime, Crispian Barlow was at a conference in Kenya where he met 
the Conservation Director of WWF-HK. At his invitation he was recently able 
to go to Hong Kong to make a submission to the Legislative Council’s Bills 
Amendment Committee to support the upgrading of Hong Kong’s Wildlife 
laws and fight for increased penalties. Before he became a ranger, he was a 
policeman in Hong Kong, so it was useful to have experienced the ‘Blood Ivory’ 
trail from Africa to the shops of Hong Kong. Our submission was that it is not just 
the blood of wildlife that is on the products sold in high-end shops, but it is the 
blood of the wildlife protectors – us, the rangers.

The RFA Committee also regret to inform the loss of the RFA Secretary, Wayne 
Lotter, who was killed by a wildlife criminal gang. His name will go down 
in conservation history, as not only did he turn the tables for many illegal 
wildlife crime fights, but he did so while maintaining a kind and generous 
heart. His fighting spirit, right down to his last breath, will be the fire fuelling 
conservationists across the globe to pursue his vision of a righteous and just 
relationship between man and beast.

Stay safe, all of you. You are doing a priceless task.

Your RFA Committee

Rohit Singh 
President

Craig Bruce 
Vice President

Crispian Barlow 
Treasurer
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Wayne was at the forefront of 
what many consider to be a 
war on the natural world, but 

he did not let this impact on his kind-
hearted personality, nor diminish his 
well-known sense of humour. Those that 
were lucky enough to spend time with 
Wayne describe him as a man capable 
of immediately putting a stranger at 
ease through his humour and charm. 

Having grown up in South Africa, Wayne 
developed a love for the natural world 
from an early age. Inspired by his love for 
wildlife and shocked by the rise in wildlife 
poaching, Wayne decided to dedicate his 
life to the world of conservation. At the 
age of 25 Wayne obtained his Master’s 
degree in Nature Conservation and went 
on to become one of the most influential 
players in the fight to slow the onslaught 
on Africa’s wildlife which is largely 
targeted by poachers for the lucrative 
international wildlife trade.

Wayne’s experience and expertise 
were unrivalled in the conservation 
community, and  included protected 
area management, project management, 
financial administration, community 

development, ecotourism, restoration 
ecology and environmental safety. 
Wayne was highly proficient at health 
systems management, risk management 
systems auditing and certification, and 
much more. However, Wayne was most 
highly regarded for his achievements in 
invasive species control and wildlife crime 
prevention. The latter of these pursuits, 
a passion shared by myself, benefitted 
immensely from the work of Wayne and 
suffers greatly from his loss.
   
From his early experience as a ranger in 
South Africa, Wayne went on to support 
conservation efforts in Tanzania, a 
region which at the time was suffering 
from extremely high levels of poaching, 
conducted by criminal syndicates to 
supply the international wildlife trade. 
Unfazed by the criminal activity, he 
became a co-founder and chairman of the 
Protected Area Management Solutions 
(PAMS) Foundation which was set up in 
2006. This vital initiative helps, sustains 
and conserves biodiversity, wilderness, 
habitats and ecological processes 
through actions that benefit nature and 
communities. The Foundation specialises 
in the training of rangers in the ongoing 

By  Rohit Singh, WWF-Wildlife 
Crime Initiative and President of 
the Ranger Federation of Asia

Wayne Lotter, a well-loved 
individual lost in the fight 
to protect wildlife

On August 16 2017, 51-year-old 
Wayne Lotter was gunned 
down in a taxi while travelling 
through the city of Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania, in an attack 
that rocked the conservation 
world and resulted in the loss 
of one of the most influential 
characters in the global fight 
against poaching.
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battle to preserve Africa’s wildlife, and 
understands the rounded skill set required 
by rangers to carry out effective protection 
for the local wildlife and people alike.

Wayne co-authored the ‘Ensuring Effective 
Management Course’, a module taught 
in the highly regarded Southern African 
Wildlife College. Although anti-poaching 
in South Africa and Tanzania was his 
primary focus area, Wayne’s work took 
him well beyond the African continent 
and expanded to multiple disciplines. He 
led the development of the International 
Ranger Federation (IRF) ‘Training 
guidelines for field rangers on anti-
poaching’ which served as a benchmark 
for anti-poaching training internationally. 
His skills and expertise in anti-poaching 
and ranger training led him to become the 
Vice President of the International Ranger 
Federation (IRF), Chairman of the Game 
Rangers Association of Africa, Specialist 
Advisor for the Ngorongoro Conservation 
Area Authority and the secretary of the 
Ranger Federation of Asia.

Wayne’s anti-poaching work has led to 
the arrest of thousands of poachers and 
traffickers over his career. His service 
to the wildlife and people of Tanzania 
should not be underestimated and has 

been recognised by many, including a 
number of high-profile individuals, such 
as the Duke of Cambridge, Prince William, 
who condemned the ‘targeted murder’ of 
Wayne shortly after his passing. 

Despite his long career and dedication, 
Wayne spoke of how each elephant 
carcass he saw continued to cause him 
great distress. This concern and his 
wide-reaching expertise led to Wayne’s 
instrumental role in establishing Tanzania’s 
top ivory policing unit, the Transnational 
Serious Crimes Investigation Unit which 
has had some high-level successes in 
tackling traffickers in Tanzania, including 
taking down the ‘Ivory Queen’, a Chinese 
woman responsible for more than 700 
tusks illegally exported from Tanzania. 

Wayne’s consideration and love for 
wildlife was also extended to the people 
and communities with whom he worked. 
He recognised early on that successful 
conservation relied on cooperation with 
the communities that live side-by-side 
with wildlife. PAMS Foundation considers 
respect for human rights as one of the 
most important aspects to the training of 
future rangers and to the way in which 
wildlife law enforcement is conducted.
Importantly, Wayne understood the 

sacrifices and dedication of one vital 
group of people – rangers. The IRF and 
the rangers it represents have benefitted 
unintelligibly from Wayne’s service. It was 
during his time as Vice President of IRF 
that Wayne first reached out to the Ranger 
Federation of Asia (RFA), which was 
set up to support the often overlooked, 
overworked and ill-equipped rangers 
on the Asian continent. In 2013, Wayne 
helped to create the RFA and took his 
place on the board to advise RFA and 
support at every step of the way. 

Wayne, and PAMS Foundation, have 
helped to reduce the impact of poaching 
on Tanzania’s wild elephant populations, 
through ensuring effective conservation 
management, and critically, the fight 
against illegal wildlife trafficking, a venture 
which eventually led to his murder. While 
this tragic loss has greatly impacted the 
fight against poaching, the elephants of 
Tanzania, the global ranger force and the 
wildlife conservation community, we can 
only imagine how the loss of this kind man 
has impacted on his family. My greatest 
sympathies go out to his wife, Inge, 
daughters Cara Jayne and Tasmin, and 
parents Vera and Charles. 
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By Thalo Cardoso
Born in 1996. The first female Ministry of Environment Ranger in Mondulkiri Province, Cambodia.

Rida Kheng: first female ranger of 
Cambodia

As a young girl growing up in a family of six, I would witness the 
forests being destroyed around me, which caused pain in my heart. 
After many trees were cut down, we had a hard time seeing wildlife 
and the stream next to my house dried up. These were all impact 
signs from the trees being cut down which I didn’t know at the time. 
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lloved nature, it fascinated me, from 
the plants and seeds to the wildlife 
and entire ecosystems, as well as how 

they all caused an effect on a global 
scale. So when I grew older I decided to 
further my studies in Forestry Science at 
the PNCA – Prek Leap National College 
of Agriculture in Phnom Penh. This 
helped me gain a better understanding 
of the big picture and why the forests 
are indeed so vital to us. Studying here 
just grew my passion for our forests, 
and that was when I made up my mind 
to lend a hand to saving the forests and 
help them return to their natural state.

My mother is a hard-working woman 
with a simple job, and my father works 
in the Department of Environment in 
Mondulkiri. He always encourages me to 
do what makes me happy. I had a choice 
to choose between working in the office 
or the field, but I never wanted to work in 
an office. He told me that if I want to work 
as a ranger, he will help me apply and if I 
do well then it is up to me and I can go if 
I wish.

At first I just wanted a job for myself, as 
I would like to further my education in 
natural resource management which I 
plan to save up for with my work as a 
ranger; it should take me about two to 
three years to have the necessary funds. 
But then I realised that my studies and 
my work as a ranger are related to one 
another. Through working as a ranger I 
will not only get to help save the forests 
but I will also be continuously learning on 
the job. Most rangers in the field know 
how to protect and save the forests 
through practical means, yet I on the other 
hand, understand the theory behind it. I 
understand why the forests, wildlife and 
the ecosystems must stay intact and how 
vital they are to a globally healthy future. 
This knowledge brings on fascination with 
my subject which makes me love it. 

If I truly want to make a difference, I start 
with the people around me, and then 
build my way up. This includes my family, 
friends as well as my ranger team at my 
outpost. My family and friends easily grasp 
what I am trying to explain, but I find it 

very difficult to get this concept across 
to other people. I want to pass on my 
knowledge to my brother rangers and 
hopefully, when they begin to understand 
the theoretical component of all the things 
that they are protecting, they will learn to 
love it all with a greater passion. I believe 
in teaching these things practically as they 
come up when we are out in the field, one 
on one, as I do not have the resources 
and complete knowledge to give official 
classes yet.

I believe I can make a difference. Firstly, I 
would like to focus on myself and do more 
training, then if I have my own educational 
classes one day, I would need to change 
perspectives. I would do that by gathering 
up the villagers, especially the ones who 
live around the forests, and share with 
them the importance of tree planting and 
how it has a positive impact on climate 
change which in turn affects the weather. 
If they want to cut down trees we must 
educate them on the ethical way of doing 
it, which involves giving time for trees 
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to regenerate and always replanting 
more than we cut down. Trees are very 
beneficial to us, besides using them for 
construction and medicinal purposes, I 
believe they can also be used as a living 
protective fence surrounding our natural 
resources.

Of course, deforestation 
isn’t the only concern, I 
see pollution too. At my 
University, it is mainly caused 
by the river that runs by, 
when it rises high it brings a 
lot of litter onto the school 
grounds. I have seen many 
people discard their plastics 
in the river. It makes me 
feel helpless when I want to 
inform them and they just 
return with anger. But, I do 
have friends who hear me 
out and are willing to grasp this reality. 

My brother rangers never look down on 
me. All the brothers at my post always 

help me and share everything with me 
like I am their sister. A good chunk of our 
patrols consist of driving through knee-
high mud with motorbikes. If you are not 
used to mud driving you will feel the strain 
in your shoulders as you try to maintain 

your balance. I 
often get very 
stuck in the mud, 
as we all do, but 
a brother is never 
far away and 
without asking, 
we are always 
there to help one 
another out.

As a part of my 
ranger training, 
my team did 
a two-weeks 
course with the 

Cambodian Military. When I first arrived, 
everything was very challenging for me. 
But, I received very interesting knowledge 
and I am much stronger than before. Every 

morning we ran 7km and every evening 
we walked 25km with a gun and a 
backpack amongst other activities. I have 
a memory of how I almost fell over when 
putting on one of the heavier backpacks. 
But, I plan to get much stronger before 
I return to my outpost in January 2018, 
which is when I graduate with my 
bachelors. 

Why do I want to protect our forests? Well, 
they cannot protect themselves and are 
in dire need of our assistance. When the 
forests are lost, it is the wildlife that will 
be lost too, having a negative impact on 
all other dependent aspects which in 
turn affect our own future. My dream is to 
protect our forests. I am busy living out my 
dream now, it feels incredible to be doing 
what I consider as my favourite job.

My father works in 
the Department of 
Environment in Mondulkiri. 
He always encourages 
me to do what makes me 
happy. I had a choice to 
choose between working 
in the office or the field, 
but I never wanted to 
work in an office.
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Hamera Aisha and Babar Khan, PhD

Wildlife rangers of Pakistan: 
the first line of defence for 
wildlife conservation in peril

With its dynamic landscapes from the mighty 
Himalayas in the north meeting with the Arabian Sea 
in the south, Pakistan hosts some of the world’s rare 
and unique wildlife and biodiversity. The associated 
conservation challenges to protect biodiversity loss 
are also immense since environment in general and 
biodiversity conservation in particular are considered 
low-profile sectors which do not attract the same 
attention as others such as national security.
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Pakistan does not have 
a national wildlife 
legislation and the 

wildlife protection primarily is a 
provincial subject. The wildlife 
and forest, and inland fisheries 
sectors are responsible for 
the management, protection 
of biodiversity in all provinces 
and territories. Wildlife and 
forest departments lead 
biodiversity protection often 
together or as separate 
entities on initiatives ranging 
from controlling poaching 
and illegal trade to habitat 
improvement, etc. Officers of 
wildlife, forest and fisheries 
department serve their duties 
under various titles such 
as wildlife inspectors, park 
rangers, wildlife watchers, 
divisional forest officers, 
forest guards etc. but they all 
share a common purpose of 
conserving the biodiversity of 
Pakistan. Their untiring efforts 
are perhaps the main reason 
that the country still hosts 
majestic landscapes and iconic 
biodiversity some of which are 
unique to Pakistan. 

Pakistan does not host iconic 
species like rhinos, elephants 

and tigers but this does not 
make the responsibilities and 
danger they face any lesser 
than other fellow rangers. 
They work tirelessly to protect 
endangered and iconic wildlife 
species and their habitats, in 
demand in the illegal wildlife 
trade market internationally, 
mostly unarmed and without 
proper training and skills.
 
Statistics on rangers’ casualties 
and injuries incurred during 
duties have so far not been 
well-documented in Pakistan. 
This information is available 
in scattered form and could 
serve the basis to determine 
causative factors of ranger 
injuries and casualties 
to improve their welfare 
standards and work-related 
safety procedures. Unofficial 
figures of rangers who lost 
their lives in foiling attempts 
of poaching during 2017 are 
over five, of which two of the 
rangers were killed during an 
operation of catching loggers 

in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 
Province [1]. The recent brutal 
killing of two officers from 
Punjab Wildlife and Parks 

Department while intercepting 
an attempt of illegal poaching 
of migratory birds was an 
eye opener for the wildlife 
protection authorities. The two 
rangers from the anti-poaching 
squad were shot and killed by 
the poachers [2].
 
Human-wildlife conflict is 
another conservation issue, 
mainly due to increased 
human encroachment into 
protected areas and forests. 
This in particular is a matter of 
concern for both the big cats 
of Pakistan including snow and 
common leopards. The role 
of rangers on these matters 
is not limited to enforcement, 
they support efforts to calming 
down angry communities and 
ensuring the safe capture and 
translocation of the animal to 
a safe habitat. They perform 
all these tasks without any 
proper training, insurance and 
equipment in most cases.
 
Encroachment into the forest 
habitats and protected areas 
is a burning conservation 
challenge for Pakistani wildlife 
conservation authorities. 
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These encroachments are 
not only destroying habitats, 
contributing to increasing 
intensity of poaching and 
human-wildlife conflict but 
also an eyesore which 
ruins the beauty of these 
natural landscapes. These 
encroachers are usually 
backed by the influential 
whose interference in such 
matters often leaves culprits 
unaffected. A recent encounter 
of rangers with encroachers 
in the Saif-ul-Muluk National 
Park left seven rangers injured 
during anti-encroachment 
operations in 2017 [3].

The struggle of these rangers 
does not stop after they 
catch the poachers, and they 
face pressure to release the 
poachers and influential who 
want to protect their people 
at any cost and this often 
ends up as armed attacks 
on the rangers [4], forceful 
transfer and dismissal from 
duties or threat calls to release 
poachers. These challenges 
are more prominent in the 
areas where poaching and 
hunting of migratory birds, 

freshwater turtles and tortoises 
and ungulates are prevalent.

Rangers work with limited 
resources, without proper 
equipment and necessary 
trainings, most are completely 
unfamiliar with work-related 
safety measures. Those 
rangers, for example which are 
working along the Indus River 
in Pakistan, deal with a host 
of threats including poaching 
of wildlife, fishing induced 
mortalities of endemic species 
like Indus river dolphin, forest 
logging and over exploitation 
of natural resources. Their jobs 
involve patrolling along the 
Indus River to look for illegal 
fishing activities that could 
lead to dolphin entanglement 
and their death. The dolphin 
rescue operation which they 
lead would ideally need 
proper swimming gear but 
these rangers are not even 
familiar with the use of these 
gadgets.
 
These challenges are further 
intensified by loopholes 
and low penalties in the 
provincial wildlife protection 

laws against the poachers 
and wildlife traffickers making 
it a low-risk and high-profit 
business. A few provinces 
have recently introduced 
rules that offer monetary 
compensations to the rangers 
who lost their lives during 
the course of duty and also 
offer insurances to support 
the recovery of the injured 
officials, but on a very limited 
scale. Wildlife protection is 
increasingly turning dangerous 

– the wildlife officials face 
armed poachers and wildlife 
traffickers involved in this 
lucrative crime.
 
There is limited research done 
on the working conditions, 
challenges, limitation of 
resources and capacity 
gaps of the wildlife and 
forest department officials in 
Pakistan. This is a critical area 
that needs to be addressed 
to better address their needs 
to influence and improve 
government policies and 
provide them with a safe 
work environment and the 
admiration which our wildlife 
heroes deserve.

[1] https://www.dawn.com/news/1340023
[2] https://en.dailypakistan.com.pk/pakistan/poachers-gun-down-two-punjab-wildlife-officials-near-sialkot/
[3] https://www.dawn.com/news/1340848
[4] https://tribune.com.pk/story/1177155/illegal-hunting-mpa-friends-accused-attacking-wildlife-dept-office/
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1 Wildlife Conservation 
Association of Nepal 
(WILDCAN)

2 Rhino Protection Unit

3 Wangqing & Suiyang  
Forest Bureaus

4 Society of Bhutanese 
Foresters 

5 Karen Wildlife Conservation 
Initiative 

6 Individuals from India

7 Individuals from Philippines

8 Individuals from Vietnam

9 Mekong River Guards

10 Individuals from Malaysia

11 Individuals from Thailand

12  Individuals from 
United Arab Emirates
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Department

Protected area (PA)

Address
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State or province
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Work details

First name

Last name

Date of birth 
DD/MM/YYYY

MaleGender (tick as appropriate): Female

Contact phone number

Email address

Attach a photo of you  
or enter the web address  
of a publicly accessible  
profile page containing  
a large image of you.

You

Name of association Association web site (if applicable)

Association details

National State Provincial Territorial OtherAssociation type (tick as appropriate):

General Corporate AssociateChoose a membership type (tick as appropriate):

Signature Date  
DD/MM/YYYY

We/I endorse and support the purposes and objectives of the 
Ranger Federation of Asia and hereby subscribe ourselves/myself 
as a Provisional Member. We/I agree to meet the basic require-
ments for being a member in good standing.
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RANGERS
UNITED

FOR

This newsletter has been 
produced by Nature’s 
Frontline, an organisation 
that gives a strong, united 
and consistent voice to 

those working in the frontline of conservation, 
safeguarding wildlife and habitats and helping 
communities benefit from their natural environments.
www.naturesfrontline.org   

We invite rangers and organisation supporting rangers 
to submit articles for the next issue of the RFA newsletter 
due to reach you by 31 July 2018. 

Please submit your articles by 30 April 2018 to:  
enquiry@rangerfederationasia.org

We welcome:
• Ranger interviews

• Stories from rangers 

• Articles from an organization or 
individual about the ranger situation  
in a site, province or country

Articles should be: 
• In English 

• No more than two A4 pages

• Accompanied by at least three  
supporting high resolution* images  
 
*At least 2,000 pixels on the shortest edge

Submit your article to us

Ranger Federation of Asia 
c/o WWF Cambodia, #21, St 322,  
Boeung Keng Kang I, Chamkar Morn, 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, PO Box 2467 

www.rangerfederationasia.org

/rangerfederationasia 

tinyurl.com/rfa-youtube

enquiry@rangerfederationasia.org

Thank you to WWF Sweden 
for their support


